
Yarra Valley Bee Group

Yarra Valley Bee Group Inc 2020 AGM
Whe n 29 -11-20 20  at 1:30  PM

Location: Via Z oom, Via Z oom

Minute
take r

Kath Dawe s

Minutes

1. Welcome to AGM
The  Me e ting  comme nce d at 1.30 pm.
Luke  White s ide , the  Chair of the  YVBG AGM 20 20 , we lcome d e ve ryone  who was
pre se nt on Z oom.

Decisio n

2. Apolog ies
Roland & Che ryl De ig hton, He le n & Spiros  Karambalis .

3. Acceptance of Proxy Forms
Luke  aske d if anyone  who had a Proxy Form, could le t him know via the  Chat, but
that it would not actually be  re quire d for today's  me e ting  .

4 . Acceptance of Minutes of 20 19  Minutes
The  20 19  AGM minute s  we re  acce pte d as  a true  and corre ct re cord.  

Decisio n

Move d by Mary-Elle n Wallace -Smith.  Se conde d by Phil Godman.



5. President's Report
Yarra Valle y Be e  Group – Pre s ide nt’s  Re port 20 20
Fe llow Be e  Group Me mbe rs ,
No priz e s  for g ue ss ing  the  big g e st issue  for this  re port, and the  g roup this  ye ar.
As  you all know, Gove rnme nt re s trictions  have  had a big  impact on the  way the
Be e  Group ope rate d in 20 20 . Of course  that was  true  for e ve rything , but for YVBG
we  se e m to have  made  a re asonable  way around the  ye ar’s  difficultie s . Our online
me e ting s  appe ar to have  be e n pre tty succe ss ful for those  who have  be e n able  to
conne ct, with about 40  or more  at most of the  Z oom me e ts , and our Gue st
Spe ake rs  have  all be e n able  to g e t the ir me ssag e s  across  in the  e le ctronic
me dium. We  ne e d to thank Jo McDonald for making  the  te chnical s ide  of the
me e ting s  happe n e ach month.
And of course , outs ide  of the  monthly me e ting s , our othe r activitie s  have  be e n
able  to sne ak around the  e dg e s  of Covid re s trictions . But many of the  annual
e ve nts  we  are  normally involve d in, such as  Ecotopia, the  Kilsyth Fe s tival, and
Lilydale  Show, we re  all cance lle d. That me ans  that the  Community Education part of
our work has  not re ally be e n happe ning  this  ye ar, or at le as t not in a s tructure d
way. That is  some thing  to pick up ag ain afte r re s trictions  e ase .
Anothe r part of our ope rations  at e ve nts  is  the  sale  of hone y from our Hone y Co-
op. Earlie r in the  se ason Linda Hill allowe d us  to use  he r re g is te re d kitche n for an
Extraction Day, so we  ag ain had hone y to se ll from our local are a. This  has  the
triple  value  of making  hone y available  to pe ople  which come s  from the ir own
g e og raphical are a, g ive s  a sale  outle t for me mbe rs  to se ll the ir g re at product, and
raise s  re ve nue  for YVBG.
The  20 20  proble m for the  Co-op was  that, s ince  the  Eve nts  we  normally se ll hone y
at we re  all cance lle d, the  Co-op had outlaid mone y which we  could not re cove r by
normal me ans . Jim Dawe s  to the  re scue ! ECOSS we nt ahe ad with the ir we e kly
marke t, taking  pains  to fit in to all the  ne w re g ulations . Jim, of course  with Kath’s
ass is tance , took on the  job of running  a s tall at the  ECOSS marke t, re quiring  a
pre se nce  e ach we e k for se ve ral months . Slowly that s tock of Co-op hone y has
be e n re ducing  as  it sold we e k by we e k, to the  point whe re  we  are  now buying
more  hone y from me mbe rs  to ke e p s tock up.
Our AGM is  anothe r thing , which Kath has  be e n trying  to e nsure  we  dot the  i’s  and
cross  the  t’s . We  don’t jus t do AGM’s  be cause  we  like  pomp and ce re mony! The
Annual Ge ne ral Me e ting  is  a le g al re quire me nt. So it has  not be e n cance lle d, jus t
postpone d. At some  point soon (Nove mbe r maybe ?)  we  will ne e d to make  it
happe n, and if we  can’t me e t phys ically by the n it will ne e d to be  done  by Z oom or
othe r e le ctronic me ans . Anothe r ne w challe ng e  to rise  to. What was  that word
ag ain? Ah ye s , “Unpre ce de nte d”, can’t g e t e noug h of that word.
Looking  ahe ad to the  ne xt se ason: we  have  had lots  of rain, so pe rhaps  we  have
cause  to e xpe ct a g ood ye ar for be e s , and for hone y production? Time  will te ll.
Ne xt we  will also ne e d a ne w committe e . Jim & Kath, Andi, Jo and Linda have  be e n a
g re at Committe e  Exe cutive  to work with, and have  se rve d the ir time … now we
ne e d some  othe r g roup me mbe rs  to s te p in to the  committe e  role s . As  for me , I
will not be  able  to continue  doing  the  Pre s ide nt’s  job, as  I am moving  to Tasmania
(assuming  the y e ve r ope n the  borde rs  and allow Victorians  to e scape !) . Not that
the  Pre s ide nt doe s  ve ry much, it’s  mostly jus t “Smile  and Wave ” while  the  re s t of
the  committe e  doe s  all the  re al work. Se rious ly, the  Pre s ide nt doe s  not have  to
be  a “Be e  Expe rt” or “Be e  Guru”, it jus t has  to be  some one  ke e n to se e  the  g roup
prospe r. And it’s  be e n a fe w ye ars  s ince  the  las t fe male  Pre s ide nt (Hine ani) , so



maybe  it’s  time  for one  of you ladie s  to put he r hand up for the  ne xt 12 months .
So I can’t say I know what YVBG’s  future  will look like . I will ke e p track on social
me dia, and maybe  by ong oing  Z oom me e ting s  too? Who knows? The  ne w
committe e  mig ht run the  Group in a s lig htly diffe re nt way, which will be  e xciting  to
se e . As  long  as  the  core  value s  of ass is ting  be e ke e pe rs  and e ducating  the
community about be e s  are  adhe re d to, that will be  pe rfe ctly fine .
Roll on 20 21!
Phil
Pre z
                Mr Phil Godman - YVBG Pre s ide nt.

Decisio n

Move d by Phil Godman.  Se conde d by John Drummond

6 . T reasurer's Report
Tre asure r&#39 ;s_Re port_20 20 _YVBG.docx

Decisio n

Move d by Andi Koche r.  Se conde d by Linda Hill

7 . Membership Fees
Me mbe rship Fe e s  are  re maining  the  same .

8. Election of Committee Members, All positions on the Committee are
now declared vacant. We are required to have a  Committee consisting
of President, Vice President, Secretary, T reasurer and General
Members. By our rules, any member is entitled to be nominated for a
position on the Committee.
Nominations  for e ach pos ition we re  name d:
President  -  John Ke nne dy,   Vice President  -  Jim Dawe s ,    S ecretary  -  Ste ve
Ross ,    Treasurer  -  Cathy Dible y,
General Members   -  Phil Counse l,    Be rnhard Dichtl,    Linda Hill,    Jo McDonald,    
De an O live r. 
Voting  was  not re quire d for any pos ition.

Decisio n

The  Me e ting  Atte nde e s  acce pte d the se  me mbe rs  for e ach pos ition.

https://s3.tidyhq.com/orgs/38210c47b2fa/attachments/d6136c8eee714b63a99757af7ec88c1107a8dbfe/Treasurer's_Report_2020_YVBG.docx


9 . Recog nition of Outg oing  Committee Members
Jo McDonald e xplaine d that outg oing  me mbe rs  we re  not thanke d at the  las t AGM
and she  wante d to thank the m for the ir se rvice  to YVBG  -  Luke  White s ide ,   Ste ve
Ross ,   He nny Van Te yling e n.
Jo also paid tribute  to Le ch Sobe cki, who passe d away during  the  ye ar and offe re d
condole nce s  to Klaudia and the ir family.
Linda Hill the n thanke d Phil Godman,   Andi Koche r and Kath Dawe s  for all the ir
work in 20 19 -20 20 .

10 . Close of AGM
The  Annual Ge ne ral Me e ting  close d at 1.52pm.

End of minutes.
Summary of matters arising are tabled on the following

page.



Minutes of Yarra Valley Bee Group Inc 2020 AGM
on 29-11-2020
Summary of Matters Arising

Decisions 

Ite m De cis ion

1.

4.
Move d by Mary-Elle n Wallace -Smith.  Se conde d by Phil Godman.

5.
Move d by Phil Godman.  Se conde d by John Drummond

6 .
Move d by Andi Koche r.  Se conde d by Linda Hill

8 .
The  Me e ting  Atte nde e s  acce pte d the se  me mbe rs  for e ach pos ition.

Summary of Attachments

Attachments 

Ite m File  Name

6 . Tre asure r&#39 ;s_Re port_20 20 _YVBG.docx

Attachments can be found under your TidyHQ admin account at:
Sto rag e > Meeting s > Yarra  Valley B ee Gro up Inc 2020 AGM

https://s3.tidyhq.com/orgs/38210c47b2fa/attachments/d6136c8eee714b63a99757af7ec88c1107a8dbfe/Treasurer's_Report_2020_YVBG.docx
http://www.yarravalleybeegroup.org.au/storage/meetings?meeting=b60350dd1e89f758
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